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Preface

This new edition of AMSCO® Advanced Placement® United States History
involved a major revision based on the 2019 College Board Course and Exam
Description (CED). The recent CED divided the course into 105 topics. Eighteen
of these topics focused on historical thinking skills and reasoning processes.
This new edition also includes updated review questions and activities at the
end of each topic and the units to increase practice of skills, such as “Think As
an Historian” and “Write As a Historian” features.

The other 87 topics provide the essential historical content and accessible
explanations of events that have been the heart of this textbook. The topics
from the new CED are not equal in length or depth, and therefore the amount
of time needed for each one will vary. Many can be treated in one class period
or less, but others may take two or more class periods. The College Board
recommends that treatment of each topic should be at the pace best suited to
the needs of the students and school. There is also a separate teacher resource
book that includes an answer key and additional activities on race and justice
that is available exclusively for teachers and schools.

Since 1997, this textbook has been used by more than a million students
in various ways. Many teachers have successfully used it as a core textbook in
conjunction with college-level resources and supplemental materials. Others
have used it as a supplemental text to bridge the gap between a college-level
textbook and the needs of their AP® high school students. In addition, students
have effectively used it on their own to support their study of the content.
Given the diverse instructional settings across the nation, the most effective
use of this textbook is an instructional decision best made by the educators
responsible for their students’ performance.

We continue to be committed to keep this textbook current and to
incorporate revisions from the College Board. Teachers and students should
also check the College Board websites for the latest updates: AP® Central site
(apcentral.collegeboard.com) and the Advances in AP® section (advancesinap.
collegeboard.org). We appreciate your feedback on the new edition and how it
works for students and teachers during these challenging times.

The authors want to thank the staft of Perfection Learning Corporation
for their support and the tireless effort they have put into this new edition. We
also appreciate the continued opportunity to support the efforts of high school
students and teachers as they strive to meet the challenges of the Advanced
Placement® U.S. History examination.

John Newman and John Schmalbach, June 2020
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Introduction

Studying Advanced Placement® United States History

Since 1998, the number of high school students taking the Advanced
Placement® exam in United States History has more than tripled. Students
enroll in AP® U.S. History classes for many reasons. Some of these are related
to doing well on the AP exam:

« to demonstrate one’s ability to succeed as a college undergraduate
« to become eligible for scholarships

« to save on college expenses by earning college credit

« to test out of introductory college courses

The College Board’s website provides a list of colleges and universities that
normally use AP® exam grades for determining placement and credits.
However, the placement and credit offered vary from school to school. To find
out a particular college’s or university’s policy on AP® exams, see that school’s
website.

Even within high school, AP® U.S. History classes are beneficial because
they enrich a student’s experience. They teach students how to read complex
passages, to write clearly and persuasively, and to develop higher level thinking
skills. Most students who have taken AP® courses report that these courses are
more difficult than regular ones but are worth the extra effort because they
are more engaging. The rewards of these challenging classes can foster lifelong
reading, thinking, and writing skills and, for many students, an increased
interest in and enjoyment of history.

Overview of the AP® U.S. History Exam

This edition of this textbook was revised to address the most recent changes
to the AP® United States History Course and Exam Description (CED). The
revision places a greater focus on the historical thinking skills and reasoning
processes used by historians and on historical themes and related concepts in
order to deepen a student’s understanding of U.S. history. The 3-hour-and-15-
minute exam relies heavily on excerpts, images, and other data sources.

The AP® exam includes the following components, along with the amount
of time allotted for each and the percentage each is weighted in the final grade:

o 55 Multiple-Choice Questions (MCQs) 55 minutes 40%

3 Short-Answer Questions (SAQs) 40 minutes 20%
e 1 Document-Based Question (DBQ) 60 minutes 25%
« 1 Long Essay Question (LEQ) 40 minutes 15%
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The multiple-choice section still has the greatest weight in a student’s final
grade, but students’ performances on recent exams suggest that working on
writing skills may offer the greatest opportunity for improvement. Each of
these components, along with a guide to sequential skill development, will be
explained in this Introduction.

The College Board grades student performance on Advanced Placement®
examinations, including the AP® U.S. History exam, on a five-point scale:

« 5: Extremely well qualified
4: Well qualified

e 3: Qualified

o 2: Possibly qualified

o 1: No recommendation

An AP° grade of 3 or higher is usually considered evidence of mastery
of course content similar to that demonstrated in a college-level introductory
course in the same subject area. However, since the requirements of introductory
courses may vary from college to college, some colleges may accept a 2 on the
AP* History exam, while others may require a score of 4.

How This Book Can Help

The goal of this textbook is to provide U.S. history students with the essential
content and instructional materials to develop the knowledge, the mastery of
historical thinking skills and reasoning processes, and the writing skills needed
to understand U.S. history and to approach the past as historians do. The book
includes these elements:

Introduction This section introduces students to the historical thinking
skills and reasoning processes, course themes, and nine periods of the AP®
U.S. History program. A step-by-step skill development guide explains how to
answer the four types of questions found on the exam: (1) multiple-choice, (2)
short-answer, (3) long essay, and (4) document-based.

Concise History The organization of the content into topics within
each unit/period reflects the new Fall 2019 AP® U.S. History Course and Exam
Description. Each of the nine units/periods is divided into a number of topics
based on the new CED. These topics provide the essential historical content
and accessible explanations of events that form the heart of this textbook. Each
unit begins with an overview of the context of the period and concludes with
the practice of one of the three reasoning processes used in argumentation.

Maps and Graphics Maps, charts, graphs, cartoons, photographs, and
other visual materials are integrated into the text to help students practice their
analytical skills.
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Historical Perspectives Certain topics include a Historical Perspective
section that introduces students to conflicting interpretations about significant
historical issues. These are integral to the content of the book.

Key Terms by Themes Each of the 87 narrative topics includes a list of key
names, places, and words, organized by theme, as an aid for student review of
the topic.

Multiple-Choice Questions Each of the 87 narrative topics contains at
least one set of source-based, multiple-choice questions to evaluate students’
historical knowledge and skills using sources.

Short-Answer Questions Each of the 87 narrative topics contains at least
one set of short-answer questions for review of the topic and opportunities to
apply AP® historical thinking skills and reasoning processes.

Long Essay Questions Periods 2 through 9 conclude with a review section
that includes four to eight long essay questions. The long essay questions
prompt students to deal with significant issues and to apply course reasoning
and writing skills.

Document-Based Questions The reviews for periods 2 through 8 each
include one DBQ.

Practice Examination Following the final unit is a complete practice
examination using the current format.

Index The index is included to help locate key terms for review.

Answer Key A separate Answer Key is available from the publisher for
teachers and other authorized users of the book.

The Study of AP® U.S. History

Historians attempt to give meaning to the past by collecting historical evidence
and then explaining how these “facts” are connected. Historians interpret and
organize a wide variety of evidence from both primary and secondary sources
in order to understand the past. Students should develop their ability to analyze
and use historical sources, to answer probing questions about past events, and
to demonstrate these abilities in their writing. For many historical questions,
no one “answer” is accepted by all historians, nor can one find all answers in
any one historical source. AP teachers and exam readers are looking for a
student’s ability to think about history and to support ideas with evidence.

AP° students should appreciate how both participants and historians differ
in their interpretations of critical questions in U.S. history. The Historical
Perspectives feature introduces readers to some of the issues raised by historians
over time. AP® U.S. History does not require an advanced knowledge of
historiography, sometimes described as “the history of history.” Nevertheless,
prior knowledge of the richness of historical thought can add depth to a
student’s analysis of historical questions.
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The study of AP* U.S. History includes three basic components that shape
the course: (1) the thinking skills and reasoning processes of history, (2)
thematic analysis, and (3) the concepts and understandings of the nine periods
that organize the content. These three components are explained below for
orientation and future reference.

How Historians Think

The Advanced Placement® History courses encourage students to think like
historians. The practices and skills that historians use in researching and
writing about historical events and developments are the foundation of the AP®
U.S. History course and exam. Learning these skills and reasoning processes
can be developed over a course of study, but an introduction to them is a good
place to start.

« Historians need to be able to analyze historical evidence found in
a wide variety of primary sources from written records to historical
images and artifacts. Historians also need to explain and evaluate
the evidence from secondary sources, especially the work of other
historians with differing points of view.

o As historians research the evidence, they look for connections and
patterns among historical events and developments. They use reasoning
processes, such as making comparisons, studying causation, and
analyzing continuity and change to find and test possible connections.

« Most historians communicate their findings through publications and
presentations. This creative process takes the additional practice of
argument development, which includes making a defensible claim and
marshaling relevant and persuasive evidence to support an argument.
Writing about history also challenges one to clarify and refine one’s
thinking about the subject or the question under study.

Historical Thinking Skills

The study of history includes the use of many thinking skills. Of these, AP®
courses focus on six.

1. Developments and Processes The ability to identify and explain
historical concepts, developments, and processes is fundamental to the analysis
of historical evidence. For example, “salutary neglect” has proved a useful
concept to describe and explain British behavior toward the American colonies
before the 1750s. During that period colonists were relatively autonomous. That
is, the British allowed colonies to govern themselves with minimal interference.
Students need to be able to explain the historical concepts and developments
and provide specific historical evidence to illustrate or support such a historical
concept or development. For example, a multiple-choice question on the AP®
exam might ask “Which of the following is the best example of British salutary
neglect in the American colonies before 17502
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2. Sourcing and Situations The use of historical evidence involves the
ability to explain and evaluate diverse kinds of primary and secondary sources,
including written works, data, images, and artifacts. Students need to be able
to explain (1) the historical setting of a source, (2) its intended audience, (3) its
purpose, and (4) the point of view of the original writer or creator. For example,
an AP exam question might ask “Which of the following best reflects the point
of view expressed by the author?” Another possible question is “Briefly explain
ONE characteristic of the intended audience for this image.”

For secondary sources, this skill also involves understanding how
particular circumstances might influence authors. Historians can “rewrite”
history because their personal perspective or society’s perspective changes,
because they discover new sources and information, and, above all, because
they ask new questions.

3. C